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DR. FIGL AND DR. SCHAERF COMMENT ON STATE 
TREATY QUESTION. The recent statement by the Foreign 
Ministers of the United States, Great Britain and France, 
to the effect that in the view of their Governments there is 
no justification for any further delay in the conclusion of 
an Austrian State Treaty, was greeted with considerable 
interest in Austria. On September 15, Chancellor Leopold 
Figl commented: ‘‘The Federal Government and undoubted- 
ly all Austrians have been gratified to learn that we have 
not been forgotten at the Washington Conference in spite 
of the great number of difficult problems discussed there. 
Now that Japan has received its peace treaty, it is really 
high time that the Austrian State Treaty be concluded and 
that the foreign troops leave our country. The Austrian 
Government is constantly striving to bring about a resump- 
tion of the treaty talks and, in so far as it is in its power, 
to facilitate the removal of the obstacles which stand in 
the way of the signing of the State Treaty.’’ Vice Chancel- 
lor Adolf Schaerf stated that all Austrians would greet the 
message of the three Foreign Ministers with greatest joy. 
‘*The Austrian people,’’ he said, ‘‘never thought that they 
would be occupied for six years, It is about time that the 
occupation troops withdraw and that complete liberation 
follow. Such a development would be no more than a be- 
lated recognition of the efforts of the Austrian people to 
achieve the rehabilitation and freedom of their country.’’ 


FOREIGN MINISTER GRUBER DISCUSSES INTERNA- 
TIONAL SITUATION. Speaking at the fifth National Con- 
vention of the Austrian People’s Party (OeVP) in Inns- 
bruck, Foreign Minister Gruber delivered an important 
foreign policy statement, in the course of which he dis- 
cussed the intemational situation as it affected Austria. 
He pointed out that at the present moment, with still no re- 
laxation of existing world tension, the great powers would 
have to decide whether they wish to continue pursuing a 
course of peaceful settlement of their differences. But 
such a settlement could be brought about only by a broad 
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desire to reach agreement, and not by adopting a petty 
policy of recrimination. ‘‘Austria is the best field,’’ Dr. 
Gruber said, “‘on which such a relaxation of tension could 
be initiated. For only in our country can the Big Powers 
reach an agreement, ‘without any of them having to lose 
prestige thereby. 

‘‘The State Treaty grants considerable economic ad- 
vantages to the Soviet Union. Surely, it can only be to the 
advantage of Soviet foreign policy to agree to the signing 
of the State Treaty and thus make these far-reaching con- 
cessions legally binding. Austria will obtain her freedom, 
regardless of how the Big Powers — impelled by their in- 
terests at the moment — may conduct themselves. But then, 
the restoration of Austrian sovereignty will mark the end 
of a faulty policy, one harmful to their own interests, ‘for 
those who have delayed thistreaty. The problem of Austria 
is again placed on the agenda of international negotia- 
tions. Should this diplomatic effort also fail, then the time 
will have come to consider more effective intemational 
methods.’’ 


7-MINUTE MEETING MARKS SIXTH YEAR OF ALLIED 
COUNCIL IN AUSTRIA. On September 14, 1951, the 
Allied Council for Austria held its 154th meeting, at which 
U.S. High Commissioner Donnelly noted that the day marked 
the Council’s sixth anniversary. The meeting lasted a mere 
seven minutes, one of the shortest on record in the quadri- 
partite organization’s six years of existence. 


NEW SOVIET INTERFERENCE WITH AUSTRIAN LAW 
ADMINISTRATION. On September 11, 1951, the Austrian 
Council of Ministers discussed reports of renewed Soviet 
interference with Austrian law administration. It was 
decided to submit these latest complaints to the Soviet 
High Commissioner and request that such interference be 
stopped. 


TWO AUSTRIANS DEPORTED TO RUSSIA DIE THERE. 
According to a report from the Austrian Legation in Moscow, 
two Austrians from Niklasdorf, Styria — Matthias Bleimuut 
and Johann Wagner — whom the Soviet occupation authori- 
ties had abducted from Austria in 1945, recently died in 
Russia where they were serving a ten-year sentence for 
alleged ‘‘anti-Soviet activities.’’ The Russian notification 
gave no indication as to what the cause of their death may 
have been. 
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109,452 HECTARES OF AUSTRIAN SOIL STILL UNDER 
REQUISITION. According to the agricultural and forestry 
census made on June 1, 1951, the number of Austrian farms 
and productive agricultural and forestry holdings has de- 
creased since 1939. In that year Austria had 441,935 agri- 
cultural and forestry enterprises. By June 1, 1951, these 
had dropped to 437,594; a decrease of 4,341. Productive 
land dropped from 7,779,575 hectares (1 hectare equals 
2.47 acres) in 1939 to 7,626,795. The loss of 152,780 
hectares includes 109,452 hectares still under requisition 
by the occupation powers. Even so, the decrease in pro- 
ductive land still amounts to some 43,328 hectares. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER ON MAN’S STRUGGLE FOR 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND DIGNITY. On September 13, 1951, 
President Theodor Koerner delivered the major address at 
the opening of the ceremony commemorating the 25th Anni- 
versary of the Austrian League for Human Rights, which 
was held in the main auditoriun of the University of 
Vienna. 

Dr. Koerner pointed out that the quarter century during 
which the Austrian League for Human Rights has been in 
existence covered approximately that period in modern 
history in which human rights have, in wide parts of the 
world, been trampled under foot most frequently, most 
brutally and with the greatest cynical disregard. ‘‘There 
may have been many people,’’ Dr. Koerner said, ‘‘who, 
on the basis of the bitter experience of these horrible 
years, were of the opinion that it was vain to try to change 
or better a world guided by the worship of brute force by 
appealing to man’s conscience and reason. The contrary is 
true. As long as there will be men who fearlessly and in- 
sistently raise their voice for human rights and for the 
dignity of mankind, those thoughts for which the best of us 
have fought for centuries will gradually lead us to final 
victory. 

‘The horrors of the last war give us a foreboding of 
what further improvements in the techniques of war hold 
in store for us, and it is because I, as an old soldier, 
know the terrors of war, that I abhor it.’’ 


AUSTRIAN PARLIAMENT ADOPTS NEW RENT LAW. 
After several weeks of deliberation between the country’s 
two coalition parties (the People’s Party and the Socialist 
Party), the Lower House of the Austrian Parliament on 
September 21, 1951, finally adopted a new Rent Law, 
pursuant to which the rent of rent-controlled apartments 
will, for the first time in 22 years, be increased. As of 
November 1, 1951, the basic rent of rent-controlled apart- 
ments will be fixed at one schilling for each peace-time 
crown. On the basis of this increase, a one-and-a-half-room 
apartment (consisting of a room and kitchen), for example, 
the basic rent of which was formerly 3.55 schillings a 
month will now command a basic rental of 9.78 schillings. 
A two-and-a-half-room apartment (consisting of one large 
room ,a smaller room and a kitchen), which formerly brought 
a basic rental of 5.32 schillings per month, will now cost 
14.68 schillings. The new rent law requires landlords to 
meet the following expenditures from the proceeds of their 
rentals: 


1. All expenditures required for the proper maintenance 
and administration of the premises; 

2. The payment of all property and supplementary taxes 
deriving from the ownership of the said premises; and 

3. All expenditures that may eventually be necessary 
for improving the property. 

Under improvements are understood particularly those 
facilities and installations which meet the requirements 
of modern living conditions and which are intended for the 
common use of all tenants. On the basis of the new law, 
the landlord must give the tenants an accounting fwicea 
year, and should he use the rent money for purposes other 
than those prescribed by the law, he may be liable to a 
fine of up to one half the annual rental. 

At the same session, the Austrian Parliament also 
adopted a Housing Subsidy Law, pursuant to which all 
wage earners, social security annuitants, home workers 
and unemployed persons will be entitled to a housing 
subsidy of up to 30 schillings per month. These housing 
subsidies must be paid by the employer, and, in the case 
of social security annuitants, 30% of the excess cost 
will be met by the Federal Government. During the debate 
on the new Rent Law, the Communists staged a protest 
demonstration in front of Parliament. There were no 
incidents. 


DR. MATSCH SIGNS TORQUAY PROTOCOL ON BEHALF 
OF AUSTRIA. On instructions from the Federal Govern- 
ment, Dr. F. Matsch, Austrian Observer to the United Na- 
tions, has signed the Torquay Protocol at the United Na- 
tions Headquarters on September 19, 1951. Assistant 
Secretary-General, Mr. J. Kerno, was present at the cere- 
mony. The specific tariff concessions negotiated by Aus- 
tria with 21 countries at the Torquay Conference will 
therefore be put into effect on October 19, 1951. In this 
connection it should be mentioned that through the appli- 
cation of the most-favored-nation-clause Austria will also 
benefit from all tariff concessions negotiated by other 
contracting parties to the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade as soon as these concessions enter into force. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF AUSTRIA’S MOST DEVASTATED 
INDUSTRIAL CENTER. Wiener Neustadt, the important 
industrial center 30 miles south of Vienna, hardest-hit by 
bombing and fighting of all Austrian towns and ninth on 
the UN-list of war-damaged cities of Europe, has made 
great strides towards reconstruction. In 1945, at the end 
of the fighting, there were no more than 860 inhabitants 
left out of a pre-war total of 37,000. This summer, the 
figure was back at 32,000, and twelve enterprises of the 
metal industry, seven paper mills, one electric and one 
ceramics plant were again in operation. 


LIMBERG DAM AT KAPRUN POWER STATION FORMAL- 
LY OPENED. On September 22,1951, the gigantic Limberg 
Dam at the Kaprun power station was completed and the 
third set of generators formally placed into operation in 
the presence of Federal President Koerner and many other 
prominent officials, including Mr. Meyer, Chief of the 
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American ECA Mission in Austria. Completion of the con- 
crete superstructure of the Limberg Dam in three years 
(that is, one year earlier than had been planned) repre- 
sents a technical achievement of first-rate magnitude. Its 
concrete mass of 440,000 cubic meters (1 cubic meter 
equals 35.316 cu. ft.), its maximum height of 120 meters 


(1 m. equals 3.28 ft.), and the 330-meter breadth of its 
upper ridge makes the Limberg Dam the largest arched 
reservoir in Europe, and, after Boulder Dam and Grand 
Coulee Dam, the largest such construction in the world. 
Austrian engineers, Austrian workersand Austrian planning 
have thus achieved a structural feat which is a milestone 
on the road to economic reconstruction and and imposing 
example of Austria’s will to live. On the same day that 
the Limberg Dam was officially opened, the third set of 
generators at the Kaprun station was placed into opera- 
tion. The 55,000-KW generator, which was built by the 
Austrian Elin Works, is the largest of its kind. Work at 
the Kaprun project is by no means finished now that the 
Limberg Dam has been completed. A few kilometers above 
the central site, at Moserboden, work has already begun on 
two additional reservoirs. Even in their present stage of 
completion, the Tauern power stations are in a position to 
make a considerable contribution to Austria’s electric 
power output. For the coming winter a peak current output 
of 150 million KWH is expected. 

In his address, President Theodor Koerner paid tribute 
to the Limberg Dam achievement, saying that it was an 
example of Austria’s will to live up to her capacity for work 
and her technical efficiency. He regarded as worthy of 
admiration the country’s firm belief in the future, a belief 
which gave the people the strength to tackle such long- 
range projects immediately after the end of hostilitiesal- 
though their highly pressing problems of the moment re- 
quired so much of their attention and energy. Dr. Waldbrun- 
ner, Austria’s Minister of Communications and Nationalized 
Industries, thanked all those who had collaborated on the 
tremendous project, with which, to quote his own words, 
‘*we want to show the world at large Austria’s will to 
live as an independent nation.’ The Minister stressed 
that all her hard work, zeal and know-how notwithstand- 
ing Austria would not have been able to exploit her rich 
resources of power had she not benefited from the assis- 
tance of the European reconstruction program. He asked 
Mr. Meyer, the Head of the ECA Mission in Austria, to 
convey to the American Government the deep-felt gratitude 
of the Austrian Government. In his reply, Mr. Meyer said 
that nature had favored Austria with a wealth of hidden 
sources of energy. ‘‘Although the mountains of the country 
do not contain gold, the power that is hamessed from 
their waters is of greater importance to man than gold,’’ 
he concluded. 


AUSTRIAN ELECTRIC ENERGY PRODUCTION DURING 
THE FIRST HALF OF 1951. Electric power output in 
Austria during the first half of this year was 20% higher 
than that of the same period in 1950. The power plants 


without storage facilities produced 1,575 million kilowatt- 


hours, those with such facilities 736 million KWH. The 
export of electric power was raised from 301 million KWH 
(first half of 1950) to 385 million KWH, an increase of 28%. 


FOUNDRY RESEARCH INSTITUTE ESTABLISHED IN 
AUSTRIA. In order to raise both the output and the quality 
of their products, Austria’s foundries have set up a joint 
research institute at Leoben, Styria, at the end of Septem- 
ber, 1951. The purpose of the institute will be to conduct 
its own experiments and to make their results, as well as 
those gained by an exchange of information with similar 
foreign institutions, available to all Austrian foundries. 


COAL FOR AUSTRIA. Austria’s coal output in August, 
1951, amounted to 429,679 tons, as compared to the 419, 
513 tons mined in July 1951. Compared with the corres- 
ponding figures for 1950 and 1949, this represents an in- 
crease of 15% and 32%, respectively. During the fourth 
quarter of the current year, Austria is to receive 572,000 
tons of Ruhr coal, that is, 18,000 tons or 3% less than dur- 
ing the third quarter of 1951. United States authorities, 
however, have agreed to supply Austria with 150,000 tons 
of coal. As a result of the curtailment in deliveries from 
Poland, Czechoslovakia and Western Germany, Austria is 
300,000 tons short of her winter requirements. By supply- 
ing Austria with a total of 375,000 tons of coal, the United 
States has assured the uninterrupted operation, until June, 
1952, of the third blast furnace at the VOEST (Vereinigte 
Oesterreichische Eisen und Stahlwerke) works in Linz, 
Upper Austria. This blast furnace was placed into opera- 
tion at the end of May. 


FREIGHT TRAFFIC ON THE DANUBE IN JULY AND 
AUGUST, 1951. During August of this year, 115,283 tons 
of coal (in July the figure was 103,876 tons) were shipped 
downstream on the Danube and unloaded at the port of 
Linz, Upper Austria. Other shipments included 1,517 tons 
of other commodities. During the same month 22,755 tons 
of various goods were shipped upstream from Linz. In ad- 
dition, 7,835 tons of fuel oil were transported on the 
Danube from Vienna to Linz. 


RESULTS OF AUSTRIAN SUMMER TOURIST SEASON 
VERY SATISFACTORY. More than one million overnight 
accomodations were recorded during July, 1951, or 21% 
more than during the same month last year. The number of 
overnight reservations for the first seven months (January 
to July)of the current year amounted to three million, an 

increase of 23% as compared to the same period last year. 
There was a particularly marked increase in the number of 
foreign tourists visiting Salzburg this summer. The figure 


. of 325,000 for July, 1951, meant an increase of 34% over 


that of last year. During the first seven months of 1951, 
foreign currency earnings from tourist traffic amounted to 
the equivalent of about 318,000,000 schillings, 199,628, 
000 of which were earned during the first six months. 
Alone in July, 1951, the foreign currency earned by the 
Austrian tourist industry and paid into the Austrian Na- 
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tional Bank reached the figure of 119,257,000 schillings, 
almost double the June 1951, figure (which was 61,850, 
000 schillings). With a total of 675,000 overnight tourist 
accomodations for the whole of 1948, Austria’s tourist 
traffic at that time was about one tenth that of neighboring 
Switzerland. In 1950, Austria offered 4.1 million overnight 
accomodations, as compared to Switzerland’s 5.3 million. 
In 1950 only three countries in Europe — Italy, France and 
Switzerland — attracted a greater number of foreign visitors 
than Austria. 


AUSTRIAN CIGARETTES SOLD OVERSEAS. One million 
cigarettes (brands: ‘‘Johnny’’ and ‘‘Memphis’’) manu- 
factured by the ‘‘Oesterreichische Tabakregie’’, the 
Austrian state tobacco manufacturing company, have re- 
cently been shipped to Australia as a first step in the 
attempt to reconquer the pre-war overseas markets. Since 
the war the ‘‘Oesterreichische Tabakregie’’ has been able 
to restore the quality of its products to their high pre-war 
standards. 


IMPORTANT ADVANCES REVEALED AT SALZBURG 
MEDICAL CONGRESS. A number of papers were read at 
the International Medical Congress held in Salzburg in 
mid-September which revealed revolutionary advances in 
medicine. Professor Lauda, :M.D., reported on the far- 
reaching possibilities of inhibiting the growth of intestinal 
bacteria in man by means of recently discovered drugs; 
these are said to make even abdominal typhus a relatively 
harmless disease and to prevent or cure infectious liver 
ailments. Of basic importance to the sterility of operating 
rooms was the report of Professor Kunz, M.D., on the 
practical elimination of fatalities in cases of appendicitis 
owing to the life-saving action of the sulfonamides, peni- 
cillin and streptomycin. Traumatic tetanus is also nolonger 
so formidable a disease since the introduction of curare, 
the Indian arrow poison. The assembled physicians also 
heard papers on other scientific investigations and pro- 
gress reports in the fields of puerperal fever, tuberculosis 
of the bones and joints, and Egyptian ophthalmia (tracho- 
ma). 


AUSTRIAN PHYSICIANS GO TO SWEDEN. At the end of 
September, 1951, thirty. Austrian physicians left for Sweden 
where they are to work in state or community hospitals 
after having gone through a short initial training course. 
A second group of thirty Austrian doctors will go to Sweden 
in the Spring of 1952. 


CONGRESS OF ANTHROPOLOGY AND ETHNOLOGY TO 
BE HELD IN VIENNA IN 1952. The Fourth International 
Congress of Anthropology and Ethnology will be held in 
Vienna from September 1 to 8, 1952. The president of the 
Austrian committee for the Congress is Professor Dr. P.W. 
Schmidt. Ten thousand invitations have been sent out. The 
last Intemational Congress of Anthropology and Ethnology 
was held in Brussels in 1948. 


FIRST AUSTRIAN HORMONE-TESTING LABORATORY 
OPENED. The first hormone-testing laboratory to begin 
work at an Austrian university clinic was recently opened 
at the second Women’s Clinic directed by Prof. Zacherl, 
M:D., in Vienna. The establishment of this laboratory was 
made possible by a large endowment from the Austrian 
Ministry of Education. Thanks to the new hormone-testing 
laboratory it will now be possible not only to determine 
pregnancy reactions but also to detect pathological con- 
ditions for proper therapeutic treatment. 


AUSTRIAN CHEMISTS IN THE UNITED STATES. From 
September 3 to 13, 1951, the world’s foremost chemists, 

18,000 strong, met in New York for what was undoubtedly 
the largest International Congress of Chemistry ever held 
The occasion for this tremendous scientific gathering was 
the Diamond Jubilee of the American Chemical Society 
(September 3 to 7), which was followed by the meeting of 
the 12th International Congress of Pure and Applied Chemis- 
try (September 10 to 13). Austria, a country which takes 
pride in the prominent men it has produced in the field of 
chemistry — we might here recall the names of two Nobel 

Prize winners, Pregl and Loewi— was able to send a 
number of leading scientists to this unique gathering. The 
delegate of the Union of Austrian Chemists was Professor 
Otto Kratky of Graz. Professors Zacherl of Vienna and 
Lieb of Graz represented the Austrian Microchemical 
Society. Professor Erika Cremer represented the chemists 
of the Tyrol and the University of Innsbruck. Thanks to 
the generous assistance of the ECA, it was possible for a 
group of younger Austrian chemists employed in science 
and industry to attend the Congress and visit a number of 
leading industrial and laboratory establishments in the 
United States. The group was under the leadership of 

Professor Nowotny of Vienna. Such a wealth of papers were 
presented, that the American Chemical Society had to 

organize its Jubilee Congress into 20 parallel divisions, 

which, in turn, were subdivided into specialized symposia 
(analytical chemistry, biochemistry, colloid chemistry, 

chemical nomenclature, etc.) at which present-day research 

was discussed by these chemists who had foregathered from 
the four corners of the world. Professor O. Kratky spoke at 
the meeting of the Division of Cellulose Chemistry on the 

‘‘Mechanism of Deformation of Cellulose and its Deriva- 

tives.’’ In two other papers, delivered at the International 
Congress, he reported on the interesting results of recent 
research relating to the examination of macromolecules 
with X-ray and ultraviolet spectra. Austria’s participation 
in the symposium on the physical adsorption of gases to 
solids was especially marked, 2 out of 6 papers being 
given by Austrian chemists. This is due to the fact that this 
special field of chemical research has attained particular 
prominence in Vienna, as well as in Graz and Innsbruck. 
Professor E. Cremer discussed experimental and theoreti- 
cal work now being carried out in the field of low-pressure 

adsorption, while the papers of G. F. Hutting and O. 
Theimer (Graz), which were read by the chairman, Prof. 
P. H. Emmet, related to adsorption in the field of high 
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pressures and represented a divergence of opinion from 
the famous theory developed in the United States by 
Brunauer, ‘Emmet and Teller. ‘The 12th International Con- 
gress was subdivided into 18 symposia, ‘at which shorter 
but more numerous papers were read. Here there was no 
attempt to divide the meetings into special subjects. In 
addition to the above-mentioned papers by Prof. Kratky, 
Austrian research was represented primarily by the school 
of microchemistry, originally founded by Pregl and now 
known the world over. The papers of M. K. Zacherl and 
W. Stockl, as well as those of H. Lieb and W. Schoeniger, 
presented new microchemical methods for determiningim- 
portant organic compounds and groups. A paper on thermo- 
metrics by Prof. Schwarz-Bergkampf of Leoben was read 
in the section on physical chemistry. ‘Another notable 
event followed shortly after these meetings. It was the 
1951 ‘‘Rudolf Schoenheimer Memorial Lecture,’’ which, 
this year,:was delivered by F. A. Paneth (formerly of 


Vienna, now a resident of Durham, England). Entitled 
‘*Recent Studies in the Field of Cosmic Chemistry,’’ Prof. 
Paneth’s lecture gave a comprehensive picture of the 
present stage of development in this field of chemistry and 
discussed his own, highly-interesting research on the com- 
position of the stratosphere and the age of meteorites. 


AUSTRIAN STUDENTS’ GOOD WILL TOUR. The Third 
Austrian Students’ Good Will Tour, organized by a group 
of Austrian students headed by Dr. Oskar Bock and Dr. 
Susanne Polsterer, will start towards the end of September 
and last until the end ofJune, 1952. The students willvisit 
the U.S., Canada, Mexico and probably South America, and 
will present Austrian folk songs and folk dances. 


PRESIDENT KOERNER CONGRATULATES BRUNO 
WALTER ON HIS 75TH BIRTHDAY. Austrian President 
Theodor Koemer recently sent Professor Bruno Walter a 
telegram of warm congratulations on the latter’s 75th 
birthday. The world renowned artist received a similar 
message from Charicellor Leopold Figl, who expressed the 
wish that ‘‘the artist may be granted many more years of 
good health and success.’’ 


FRITZ STIEDRY VISITS VIENNA. Fritz Stiedry, Austrian- 
born conductor of the New York Metropolitan Opera, has 
returned to Vienna for the first time in fifteen years and 
has been rehearsing ‘‘Joshua’’, ‘G.F. Haendel’s oratorio, 
which the Vienna Symphony together with the ‘‘Wiener 
Singverein’’ performed for the first time in Italy at the 
end of September, 1951. 


AUSTRIAN CONDUCTOR TO TEACH AT BOSTON UNI- 
VERSITY. Professor Herman Schmeidel, the conductor of 
the Salzburg Mozarteum Orchestra, has accepted a post as 
visiting professor at the College for Music of Boston Uni- 
versity for the 1951-52 academic tem. During his stay in 
this country Prof. Schmeidel has also been asked to con- 
duct some oratorios and a number of symphonic concerts. 


MARIA JERITZA IN VIENNA. The Austrian-born singer 
Maria Jeritza, who for many years was a member of the 
Vienna State Opera and is now living in this country, had 
a tremendous success when she sang the part of ‘‘Tosca’’ 
at the Vienna State Opera on the occasion of a visit to Aus- 
tria early in September. Some people stood in line for 60 
hours in order to get tickets. 


AMERICAN GROUP HONORED IN AUSTRIA. Under the 
personal leadership of Eric Mann, internationally known 
lecturer and director of the Institute for Intercontinental 
Studies, New York, and accompanied by Dr. Sigmund 
Spaeth, the noted musicologist, a group of American adults 
visited Salzburg and Vienna during the past festival sea- 
son. In Salzburg the group was received by Dr. Josef 
Klaus, Governor of the State of Salzburg at his of- 
ficial residence. Dr. Mann introduced each mem- 
ber of the group to the Govemor and Dr. Klaus, who 
had just returned from a trip to the United States, ex- 
tended the official welcome to the group, addressing them 
in flawless English. He presented Dr. Mann and Dr. Spaeth 
with an autographed copy each of a new book by Kehldor- 
fer,‘‘Klingendes Salzburg’’. ‘The official welcome of the 
City of Vienna was extended to the group at Vienna’s 
famed City Hall by Acting Mayor Lois Weinberger. After 
Dr. Mann had presented each member of the group to Mr. 
Weinberger, the Acting Mayor addressed the group, stress- 
ing the fact that Austria would always be found in the fold 
of the West as a country fighting for its liberty — an out- 
post and guardian of the Westem World. Each member re- 
ceived as a souvenir an illustrated book about the Austrian 
capital. Plans are already under way to repeat the trip next 
year. 


AUSTRIAN MUSICAL EVENTS DURING THE COMING 
SEASON. The Wiener Konzerthausgesellschaft will open 
its season on November 22, with the first of its traditional 
series of six big orchestral concerts. Included on the 
program will be the first Austrian performance of the varia- 
tions for orchestra written in 1938 by Arnold Schoenberg, 
the Austrian composer who died a few weeks ago, and 
music by Bach and Tschaikovsky. 

The second concert, the Requiem by Verdi under 
Molinari-Pradelli and with Dragica Martini as one of the 
soloists, will take place on December 13. 

Mario Rossi is to conduct the first performance of a 
work by Godfredo Petrassi and the ‘‘Stabat Mater’’ by 
Rossini on January 17, 1952. 

Paul Sacher will conduct the ‘‘Johannes-Passion”’ on 
March 26 with the use of many contemporary instruments. 

Other scheduled programs: In February, ‘‘Amor brujo’’ 
by the Spanish composer De Falla with the Spanish soloist . 
Anna Maria Iriarte, Brahm’s Fourth Symphony and Tschai- 
kovsky’s Rococo Variations featuring the violoncello 
player Gaspar Cassado, directed by Ataulfo Agenta, of 
Madrid. 

On March 13, Paul Hindemith will conduct for the 
first time in Vienna his new symphony in four movements 
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‘‘Harmonie der Welt’’, as well as Bruckner’s Seventh 
Symphony. 

The last concert of the series, on April 24, will be 
conducted by Igor Marikievitch, with the violonist Josef 
Szigeti as the featured soloist. 

As regards music by Johann Sebastian Bach scheduled 
for the coming season, the outstanding event will be a per- 
formance Good-Friday of the ‘‘Matthaeus-Passion’’ under 
Wilhelm Furthwaengler with the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 

The ‘‘Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde’’ is organizing a 
series called ‘‘The Great Symphony’’ which will consist of 
eight concerts. 

The first, on October 10, will be a concert given by 
the Munich Radio Orchestra under Eugen Jochum. The wood- 
winds of this orchestra are considered to be the best in 
Germany. Their program will consist of music by Debussy, 
Beethoven and Bruckner’s Fifth Symphony. 

On November 3, Vittorio Gui is to conduct the oratorio 
‘*Israel in Egypt’’ by Haendel. 

Paul Klatzki will conduct Schubert’s Ninth Symphony 
and Gustav Mahler’s ‘‘Lied von der Erde’’ on December 5. 

January 2, 1952: Music by Cesar Franck and Bruckner’s 
First Symphony under Volkmar Andreae. 

February 6: Music by Mozart, Debussy and Brahm’s 
Fourth Symphony under Paul Klatzki. 

On March 12 the Bamberg, (Western Germany) Sym- 
phony Orchestra- formerly the German Philharmonic Orches- 
tra of Prague — under Josef Keilberg are to play music by 
Dvorak, Hindemith and Mozart’s ‘‘Prague Symphony’’. 

On April 2 a performance of music by Josef Marx, 
Ravel, Respighi, and Schumann’s Fourth Symphony will be 
conducted by Vittorio Gui. ; 

The final concert of the series, on May 7, under Josef 
Keilberg, will consist of music by Brahms, Beethoven’s 
Sixth Symphony and the ‘‘Haydn Variations’’ by the Austrian 
composer Hans Erich Apostel. 


VIENNA PHILHARMONIC PROGRAM FOR THE 1951-52 
SEASON. During the 1951-52 season, the Vienna Phil- 
harmonic Orchestra will give a series of eight concerts in 
Vienna for which tickets can be booked on a subscription 


basis; the series include the annual ‘‘Nikolai Concert’, 
and two special concerts. A repeat performance of each of 
these eight concerts, as well as of the ‘‘Nikolai Concert’’, 


will always be given on the evening following the original 
subscription concert. 

The detailed program is as follows: 

September 29-30, 1951: Third Symphony by Johannes 
Brahms and Ninth Symphony by Anton Bruckner; conductor: 
Hans Knappertsbusch. 

November 10-11: Symphony No. 41 in C Major, K. 551, 
(‘‘Jupiter Symphony’’) by W.A. Mozart; ‘‘Six epigraphes 
antiques’’ by Claude Debussy; Intermezzo and dance from 
‘‘La Vida Breve’’ by Manuel de Falla; ‘‘Ein Heldenleben’’ 
by Richard Strauss; conductor: Clemens Krauss. 

December 1-2: ‘‘Akademische Festouverture’’, op. 80, 
by Johannes Brahms; ‘‘Hiller variations’’ by Max Reger; 


Fourth Symphony by Johannes Brahms; conductor to be an- 
nounced later. 

January 12-13, 1952: Symphony No. 39 in E Flat Major, 
K. 543, (‘‘Prague Symphony’’) by W.A. Mozart; ‘‘Town 
Piper Music’’ for orchestra by Richard Mohaupt; Second 
Symphony by Johannes Brahms; conductor: Karl Boehm. 

January 26-27: ‘‘Variations on a Theme by Joseph 
Haydn,’’ op. 56a; Concerto for violin and cello in A Minor, 
op. 102; and the First Symphony, all by Johannes Brahms; 
conductor: Wilhelm Furtwaengler. 

February 16-17: Overture to Kleist’s ‘‘Kaetchen von 
Heilbronn’’, op. 17a, by Hans Pfitzner; Serenade in A 
Major, No. 2, by Johannes Brahms; Third (‘‘Eroica’’) Sym- 
phony by Ludwig van Beethoven; conductor: Josef Keilberg. 

March 8-9: Serenade in D Major, No. 1, by Johannes 
Brahms; ‘‘Alborado del Gracioso’’ by Maurice Ravel; ‘‘Pini 
di Roma’’ by Ottorino Respighi; three overtures (‘‘Moses,’’ 
‘‘La Scala di Seta’’ and ‘‘Wilhelm Tell’’) by Rossini; con- 
ductor: Clemens Krauss. 

April 19-20: ‘“Tragische Ouverture’’ by Johannes Brahms; 
‘*Tranzsuite fuer fuenf konzertierende Blaeser mit Orches- 
ter’? by Hans Hadamowsky (first performance); ‘‘Eine 
Alpensynfonie’’, op. 64, by Richard Strauss; conductor; 
Hans Knappertsbusch. 

The ‘‘Nikolai Concert’’, given every year to commemor- 
ate Otto Nikolai, the founder of the Vienna Philharmonic 
Orchestra, will be given on February 2 and 3, and will in- 
clude a rendering of Beethoven’s Ninth (‘‘Choral’’) Sym- 
phony. Conductor: Wilhelm Furtwaengler. 

The two special concerts are to be given in January 
and May, 1952, respectively. In the first, Wilhelm 
Furtwaengler will conduct his own ‘‘Second Symphony’’ 
for the first time in Vienna. The second will be conducted 
by Bruno Walter. 


MODERN MUSIC SCHEDULED FOR THE COMING SEA- 
SON IN VIENNA. Under the title ‘‘Musica viva’’, the 
Vienna ‘‘Konzerthausgesellschaft’’ will organize a series 

of modern music concerts during the coming season. The 
first concert is to be dedicated to the contemporary Aus- 
trian composers Hans Erich Apostel, Jakob N. David, 
Mathias Hauer and Anton Heiller. Elisabeth Hoengen will 
present a recital of songs by Arnold Schoenberg, Alban 
Berg, H.E. Apostel and Gottfried Einem. On another 
evening, Irmgard Seefried and her violinist husband, Wolf- 
gang Schneiderhahn, are to play and sing music by Paul 
Hindemith. The Vienna Chamber Choir plans to give a 

concert of choral music by Zoltan Kodaly, Bela Bartok 
and Carl Orff. In December, 1951, Ernst Krenek will con- 
duct for the first time in Vienna his Fourth Piano Concerto. 
The Chamber Orchestra of the Vienna Konzerthausgesell- 
schaft plans a performance of a Chamber Concerto by Alban 
Berg and of a new composition by Alfred Uhl, another Aus- 
trian composer. These concerts will be conducted by 
Franz Litschauer. Tickets for these concerts of contem- 

porary music will be available at the price of a movie 
ticket. Three modem operas are scheduled for the coming 
opera season at Graz, Styria: ‘‘The Consul’’ by G.C. 
Menotti, Igor Stravinsky’s new opera, ‘‘The Rake’s Pro- 
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gress’’, and ‘‘Das Leben des Orest’’ by the Austrian com- 
poser Ernst Krenek. 


RICHARD STRAUSS LETTERS TO BE PUBLISHED. The 
Vienna Philharmonic Association has acquired all the 
letters written by the late Richard Strauss to Prof. Joseph 
Gregor, head of the theater collection of the Austrian Na- 
tional Library. They are scheduled to be published in book 
form some time next year. There are about 200 handwritten 
and many typed letters dealing with Strauss’ operas 
‘‘Daphne’’, ‘‘Friedenstag’’ and above all, with ‘‘Die Liebe 
der Danae’’. These letters offer a deep insight into the 
composer’s intentions and thoughts. According to present 
plans, the first public performance of ‘‘Liebe der Danae’’ 
will be presented during the Salzburg Festival of 1952 
under the baton of Clemens Krauss. -Rehearsals for this 
opera — Strauss’ next to last composition — were held in 
Salzburg in 1944, but owing to war events the opera was 
only performed privately for the benefit of the composer, 
but never for the general public. 


“‘THE AMERICAN BOOK’’ EXHIBITION IN VIENNA. 
On September 21, 1951, an exhibition entitled ‘‘The Ameri- 
can Book’’, which is under the joint sponsorship of the 
U.S. Information Service and the Wolfrum art publishing 
house, was formally opened in Vienna in the presence of 
U.S. High Commissioner Donnelly and Austrian Minister of 
Education Dr. Felix Hurdes, as well as a number of other 
promiment persons. The purpose of the exhibition, which 
will remain open to the public until October 30, is to pre- 
sent a cross-section of what American publishers have 
been doing in the last few years,as illustrated by about 
1600 representative volumes. These books are by leading 
American authors in the field of literature, science, art 
and technology. 


COMPLETE EDITION OF HUGO VON HOFFMANNS- 
THAL'S WORKS. The second volume of the complete 
works of Hugo von Hoffmannsthal, the Austrian poet and 
author of ‘‘Everyman’’, has recently been published by the 
Bermann-Fischer Verlag in Vienna. The first volume was 
published by the same firm’s Frankfurt-am-Main branch. 


NEW BOOKS BY AUSTRIAN AUTHORS. A considerable 
number of new books by well-known Austrian authors are 
due to appear this fall. 

The following is a partial list of these: 

By Ernst Lothar, the author of the novel ‘‘The Angel 
with the Trumpet’’: ‘‘Verwandlung durch Liebe’’, a con- 
temporary novel dealing with the fate of a person erroneous- 
ly convicted (Paul Zsolnay Verlag). By Alexander Sacher- 
Masoch, the well-known novelist who recently published a 
novel on present-day problems under the title ‘‘Auf einem 
anderen Stern’’: ‘‘Ginster’’, a fiction story (Zsolnay 
Verlag). By Alma Holgerson, the Tyrolese writer, who was 
awarded the Prize of the City of Vienna in 1949: ‘‘Berg- 
hotel’’, a novel the action of which takes place in the 
mountains of the Tyrol where the author has been leading a 


secluded life for the last few years (Paul Zsolnay Verlag). 
By Gertrud Fussenegger, a poetess from Upper Austria and 

laureate of the Adalbert Stifter Prize in 1950: ‘“‘Das Haus 

der dunklen Kruege’’, which deals with the fate of a 
German family in Bohemia (Otto Mueller Verlag, Salzburg). 

By Martina Wied, who can claim that her novel “Das Asyl 

zum obdachlosen Geist’’, first published in 1934 (reprinted 

in 1949 under the title of ‘‘Kellingrath’’), was an early 

specimen of existentialist literature: ‘‘Das Kraehennest’’, 

a tale which deals with problems of emigration and resis- 
tance (Herold-Verlag, Vienna). By Friedrich Lorenz, a 
Viennese journalist and writer: ‘‘Die schwarzen Goetter’’, 
a novel based on the history of the Jesuit republic of 
Paraguay and a theme on which the successful play ‘‘The 
Holy Experiment’’ by the Austrian playwright Fritz Hoch- 
waelder was also based (Erasmus Verlag, Vienna). By 
Frank Thiess, the well-known novelist, who was born in 
the Balticregion but became a naturalized Austrian citizen 
in 1950and now lives at Bad Aussee, Styria: ‘‘Die Strassen 
des Labyrinths’’, a novel on a contemporary theme (Paul 
Zsolnay ). By Hans Weigel, known as one of the most lively 
of Vienna’s literary critics and as the author of the play 
‘*Barrabas’’: ‘‘Unvollendete Symphonie’’,:a short story 
about the return of an exile to Vienna (Oesterreichische 
Verlagsanstalt, Innsbruck). By Franz Theodor Csokor, the 
playwright and President of the Austrian PEN Club: “Immer 
ist Anfang’’, a volume of poems (Oesterreichische Verlags- 
anstalt, Innsbruck). By Rudolf Henz, mainly known for his 
historical novels and short stories: ‘‘Der Turm der Welt’’, 
an epic poem written in terza rima (as was Dante’s ‘‘Divine 
Comedy’’), giving a symbolic vision of our time and of its 
spiritual problems (Herold Verlag, Vienna). 


NEW BOOKS BY YOUNG AUSTRIAN AUTHORS. In 
September, 1951, a new novel was published by the young 
Austrian author Fritz Habeck (Paul Zsolnay Edition, 
Vienna). The novel is called ‘‘Das Boot kommt nach Mitter- 
nacht’’ (The Boat Arrives after Midnight) and its theme 
deals with the temporary scene. Habeck has previously 
written two historical novels, ‘‘Der Scholar vom linken 
Galgen’’ — on Frangois Villon — and ‘‘Der Tanz der sieben 
Teufel.’’ In 1949 he was awarded the Goethe Prize by the 
City of Vienna. 

A novel about the second World War, entitled ‘‘Und was 
bleibt, ist der Mensch’’, by Kurt Ziesel, a native of Inns- 
bruck, Tyrol, was also recently published (Mont Blanc 
Edition, Vienna). A previous book by the same author ap- 
peared in 1950 and contained a collection of sketches from 
the island of Rhodes. 


REBUILDING VIENNA'S LEADING THEATRE. The 
Burgetheater in Vienna, Austria’s leading theatre, which 
was heavily damaged by bombs during the war, is being 
rebuilt and modernized. 

The original building, which was opened on October 14, 
1888, has always been considered by contemporary authors 
a wonder of perfection and a synthesis of all the arts, ful- 
filling Richard Wagner’s demand for a dignified frame for 
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all artistic performances. Nothing has remained of the 
magnificent neo-Renaissance building erected on the Ring 
by Karl von Hansen except the outer walls, the side stair- 
cases and the main steel frames. The latter will be main- 
tained as they are, although the general arrangement of 
tiers and boxes is to be drastically altered. The huge 
space formerly taken up by the Imperial Box is to become 
the first of three tiers. There will be side boxes, two pairs 
of superimposed boxes for guests of honor, and standing 
room with numbered places. The number of seats is to be 
increased from the former 1256 to 1344. 

Other new features of the theatre will include passen- 
ger elevators and special arrangements for persons who are 
hard of hearing. A competition has been arranged for de- 
signs which would lead to an improvement of acoustic con- 
ditions, which were anything but satisfactory in the old 
building. Prof. Engelhart, the architect in charge of the 
reconstruction of the Burgtheater, is trying to blend these 
technical improvements with the original artistic style of 
the theatre. 

The new stage will have a floor space of some 8,340 
sq. ft., six trap doors with a total surface of 388 sq. ft. 
and a depth of 21 ft. instead of the previous 10 ft. The 
opening of the stage will be 45 by 26 feet. Lighting, heat- 
ing and hot water services for stage and audience will 
be supplied for the Burgtheater as well as for the State 
Opera by a central boilerhouse situated in the Hofburg, 
the former Imperial Palace. There will also be storage 
room for props some thirty feet below the turf surrounding 
the Burgtheater building. 

The proscenium will be designed by Prof. Niedermoser, 
a well known theatre architect; the decoration of walls 
and ceiling is to be carried out by Prof. Hovaniec from the 
Vienna Academy of Arts. 

The reconstruction of the Burgtheater is scheduled to 
be completed some time in 1953. As soon as the Vienna 
Opera will be able to leave its present temporary abode in 
the old ‘‘Theater an der Wien’’, and return to its own pre- 
mises now also in the process of restoration, the Burg- 
theater will leave the former Ranacher Variéeté, where it 
is playing at present, and use the Theater an der Wien 
until its final return to its own home. 


THE COMING SEASON AT THE ‘‘THEATER IN DER 
JOSE PHSTADT’’ IN VIENNA. The first performance of the 
comedy ‘‘Flieg kleiner Vogel’’ by Maria Gaertner, an Aus- 
trian writer who recently retumed from the United States 
where she took refuge during the German occupation, as 
well as the first Austrian showing of ‘‘Gottes General,’’a 
play about Ignatius of Loyola, by Franz Theodor Csokor, 
another Austrian writer who was forced to flee the Nazis, 
are scheduled for the coming season at the ‘“Theater in der 
Josephstadt’’, the late Max Reinhardt’s former Vienna 
theater. Other plays to be performed for the first time in 
Austria at the ‘‘Theater in der Josephstadt’’ are: ‘‘Phila- 
delphia Story’’ by Philip Barry, and ‘‘Anne of the 1000 
Days’’ by Maxwell Anderson (translated by the Viennese 
author Friedrich Schreyvogel), both American; ‘‘Corrup- 
tion’’ by Ugo Betti; ‘“‘L’échec du Don Juan’’ by Claude 


Andre Puget, and the first German-language performance 
of ‘‘Une Folie’’ by Sacha Guitry. The ‘‘Wiener Kammer- 
spiele’’, a small theatrical group also run by the ‘‘Theater 
in der Josephstadt’’, started its season on September 20, 
with the first German-language performance of ‘‘L’ange du 
Quai de Tokio’’ by Jean Giltene. Other plays to be pro- 
duced at the ‘‘Wiener Kammerspiele’’ are ’Light up the 
Sky’’ by Moss Hart, the comedy ‘‘Kuss-abblenden’’ by the 
Viennese author Otto F. Beer, now living in Merano, and 
‘‘Ami, ami...’’ by Pierre Barillet and Jean Pierre Gredy. 
SUCCESS OF AUSTRIAN PAINTER IN THE UNITED 
STATES. As a result of his 1951 tour through the United 
States, the Viennese painter Gustav Beck has been com- 
missioned by the Museum of Modem Art of New York, the 
Baltimore Museum of Baltimore, Md., and the Providence 
Museum of Providence, Rhode Island, as well as by a 
number of other American museums and private collectors 
to do more than twenty drawings, woodcuts, etc. for them. 
Gustav Beck, who was bor in 1902, is an abstract artist 
and belongs to the Austrian ‘‘Art Club’’ group. 

NEW AUSTRIAN FILMS. On September 6, 195i, the mo- 
tion picture ‘‘Wien tanzt’’, a film about the life of Johann 
Strauss, Sen., had its first performance in Vienna. The film 
was produced by the ‘Vindobona-Cordial-Filmgesell- 
schaft’’ and its English title is ‘‘Waltz King of Vienna’’. 
Adolf Wohlbrueck portrays the role of Johann Strauss, 
while other leading parts are played by Marta Harell, 
Lilly Stepanek and the child star Peter Czeike. A film 
version of the Operetta ‘‘Der fidele Bauer’’ by Leo Fall 
and Viktor Leon, with Paul Hoerbiger und Rudolf Carl in 
the leading roles, was shown to the public for the first 
time on September 7, 1951, at Steyr, Upper Austria. The 
first performance of ‘‘Verklungenes Wien’’, also with 
Paul Hoerbiger and with Marianne Schoenauer, was re- 
cently presented in Munich, where it was very wellreceived 
by the public. A new documentary film, ‘‘Burgenromantik 
in Niederoesterreich’’, produced by the ‘‘Diana-Filmge- 
sellschaft’’ for the Provincial Government of Lower Aus- 
tria, shows 48 of the finest old castles and ruins of Lower 
Austria. The same company is producing a documentary 
entitled ‘‘Schoenbrunn’’, which will feature the famous 
Imperfal Palace in Vienna and its historical background. 


COMMEMORATIVE STAMP HONORS WILHELM KIENZL. 
To commemorate the tenth anniversary of the Austrian com- 
poser Dr. Wilhelm Kienzl, who died on October 3, 1941, 
the Austrian Postal Administration is issuing a special 
stamp in his honor. The sale of this special issue began 
on September 29, 1951. The steel-blue stamp, with a face 
value of 1,50 schillings, shows a portrait of the composer. 


GERMANY BEATS AUSTRIA 2 TO 0 AT SOCCER. On 
September 24, 1951, a West German team beat the Austrian 
national team 2 to O at the Vienna Stadium which was 
filled to capacity for this important encounter. Austria’s 
defeat on its home grounds came as a surprise, after her 
top eleven players had twice this year bested Scotland’s 
all-star team, one of the strongest in Europe. The Austro- 
German match was the first between the two neighboring 
states in 20 years. 
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SPEECHES ON TOPICS 


Three leading personalities of the Austrian economy 
dealt with topical questions of Austrian international trade 
in recent speeches. Dr. Ernst Kolb, Austrian Minister of 
Trade and Reconstruction, who recently returned from a 
trip to this country, pointed out that the ability of Austrian 
finished goods to compete on the world market has been 
endangered. The Minister demanded that red tape affecting 
exports from Austria be eliminated; he warned that steps 
must be taken to avoid what he called ‘‘a socialization of 
responsibility’’ in the field of exports. The Minister sharp- 
ly criticized measures favoring protectionism, and demanded 
that Austrian exporters be put in a position to be able to 
export, in order for Austria to earn her imports. 

Dr. Franz Mayer-Gunthof, Chairman of the Committee 
on Foreign Trade of the Federal Chamber of Commerce, 
also pointed out that Austrian exports must be increased. 
He stressed that cries for help are not what is needed, 
but active efforts and intensive work which, he said, can 
alone win the confidence on which continued aid to Austria 
must always be based. 

Dr. Franz Korinek, Secretary General of the Austrian 
Federal Chamber of Commerce, emphasized in a speech to 
the members of the Chamber of Commerce that everything 
must be done to regain the world market for many of Aus- 
tria’s famous finished goods. He reported that these ex- 
ports have decreased from 73.2 per cent of the total export 
volume in 1929 to 58.3 per cent during the first six months 
this year, ‘and he warned that the present absence of un- 
employment should not tempt economists to loose sight 
of this vital fact. Dr. Korinek left no doubt that it will be 
difficult to achieve the desired goal, and he pledged the 
full cooperation of the Austrian Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce in all efforts to reach it. 


308,000 C.0.C. MEMBERS IN AUSTRIA. The Austrian 
system of Chambers of Commerce has now more than 308, 
000 member firms, according to a recent report. Within the 
provincial chambers of commerce, including the City of 
Vienna, independent Austrian businessmen are organized 
in six sections: small producers (Gewerbe); industry; 
trade; finance, credit and insurance; transportation; and 
tourism. These, in turn, are subdivided into numerous 
trade associations. A firm doing business in two or more 
trades must belong to each appropriate trade association, 
which raises the total membership of the trade associations 
to almost 440,000. In the order of membership size, the 


Vienna Chamber of Commerce ranks first with 142,000 

members, followed by Lower Austria with approximately 

77,500, Upper Austria with 63,000, Styria with more than 

58,000, the Tyrol with more than 27,000, Carinthia with 

almost 24,000, and the province of Salzburg with almost 

20,000. The eastemmost Austrian province, Burgenland, 

has approximately 13,000 trade association members, 

while the westernmost province, Vorarlberg, has about 15, 

000. - In all provinces, the largest C.O.C. associations 

are thoseincorporating trade and small producers. Through- 

out Austria, these are almost equal in memberships: as- 

sociations of trading firms — 180,300; associations of 
small producers (small industry and artisanry) — 179,500. 

The group representing the tourist industry has approximate- 
ly 46,000 members, and the one representing transportation 
approximately 18,000. Significantly for Austria’s economic 
structure the association representingother than small-scale 
industries has only 18,000 members, while the financial, credit, 
and insurance firms total 3,230 members only. Among the 
artisans and small industrialists, the group of clothing 
manufacturers, with 24,600 members, is by far the largest, 
followed by approximately 15,600 shoemakers and more 
than 12,000 independent carpenters. Among the trade as- 
sociations, the one for the food trade, with 36,500 members, 
is the largest, 11,350 of the members being in Vienna. In 
second place is the textile trade, with approximately 15, 
500 members, followed by tobacco dealers (14;200) leather 
goods, jewelry, costume jewelry, and toy trades (approxi- 
mately 10,300), independent trade agents (9,200), and 

export firms (approximately 1,900, of which 1,250° are 
located in Vienna). Among the Austrian industries, the 
largest group are the sawmills, with more than 5,000 enter- 
prises, followed by 900 electricity plants, 736 textile 
mills, of which 182 are in Vorarlberg. Out of 742 chemical 
manufacturers, 400 are located in Vienna, while 720 firms 
of the iron and metal industries are approximately equally 
divided between Vienna and the federal provinces. 


‘“‘ETERNIT’’ CONSTRUCTION SYSTEM. An Austrian 
building firm has recently developed a new building sys- 
tem which has aroused considerable interest in the con- 
struction industry. The new system combines ‘‘Eternit’’ 
slabs (‘‘Eternit’’ is the trade name of an artificial roofing 
and building material made of asbestos and cement) with 
wood frames and prefabricated units for the outside and 
inside walls of the house. These new building slabs are 
mass-produced and are of excellent resistance and strength. 
The asbestos-cement slabs are laminated, with several 
layers of wood veneer giving a waterproof building unit, 
which is inserted into a fir-wood frame. The firm has al- 
ready shipped a large number of these prefabricated hous- 
ing units to Israel and Australia. Additional and larger 
orders from these two countries are expected. 


65 COUNTRIES BUY MICROSCOPES IN AUSTRIA. Japan 
is the 65th country to purchase high-quality microscopes in 
Austria. The recent large-scale increase in the sale of 
Austrian microscopes is partly due to the fact that produc- 
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tion, 93 percent of which is earmarked for export, is con- 
centrated largely on specialized types, as for instance 
metallurgical microscopes and so-called fluorescence- 
phase-contrast instruments of the Kofler-system type. At 
present, Austria is endeavoring to take advantage of the 
excellent prospects offered in Latin America. Orders have 
been obtained from Venezuela and Peru, and negotiations 
are still being conducted with Chile and Brazil. A number 
of inquiries from the United Stateshave also been received. 


AUTOMATIC SAFETY DEVICE FOR GAS AND ELECTRI- 
CITY. An engineer from the Tyrol has been granted an 
Austrian patent on a new and simple device designed to be 
attached to electric or gas cookers, which prevents milk 
and other liquids from boiling over. The main advantage of 
the new device is an automatic switch which shuts off the 
electric current or gas. The new invention works on the 
principle that the overboiling liquid flows into a receptacle 
which, by its sudden increase in weight, operates an auto- 
matic cut-off switch. (1105) 


CROCHETED COSTUME JEWELRY FROM AUSTRIA. 
Samples have arrived at the office of the Austrian Trade 
Delegate of Austrian crocheted costume jewelry. These in- 
clude crocheted ‘‘corsages,’’ butterfly clips, small flowers 
‘‘alligators,’’ and a variety of other tastefully designed 
and artistically shaped pieces of Austrian handicraft. The 
Austrian manufacturer wishes to obtain the services of a 
reputable nation-wide distributor in the costume-jewelry 
and/or millinery lines. The samples may be inspected at 
the office of the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York. 
(1103) 


NEW CHRISTMAS ARTICLE. An Austrian inventor has 
obtained a U.S. patent on a decorative center piece and 
similar articles to be manufactured of paper or other ma- 
terials. According to the inventor, the novel manufacturing 
process will make it possible to produce economically 
large quantities of ‘‘mailable Christmas trees’’, that isa 
foldable paper design, which may be mailed in an envelope, 
and which, when opened, will resemble a small Christmas 
symbol. The inventor stated that the items will be of in- 
terest to all persons who, at Christmas time, wish to send 
a token of Christmas cheer to family members abroad, in 
the military service, or in other parts of the country. Ameri- 
can manufacturers interested in discussing the purchase 
of the U.S. design patent are invited to communicate with 
the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate. (1100) 


A NEW TYPE OF DOSING SPOON. An inventor from 
Vienna has applied for an Austrian patent for a new type 
of dosing spoon which does away with the troublesome 
counting of drops from medicine bottles, and which makes 
it possible to ascertain with greater precision the re- 
quired dose of a given drug. The hollow of the novel spoon 
is provided with graduation lines. The stem of the spoon, 
at its lower end, is attached to a small bottle with a ball 
stopper. By tipping the spoon, the bottle is opened, and 


the liquid allowed to flow through a groove along the stem 
of the spoon into the hollow. One of the advantages of the 
new spoon is that in the event too much of the contents of 
the bottle should flow into the spoon a slight movement of 
the stem lets the excess liquid flow back into the bottle 
without loss. When not.in use, the hollow of the spoon can 
be hinged to the bottle. A second type of this spoon con- 
sists of a hollowcork stopper with a ball stopper connected 
to the spoon, which can be inserted into any bottle. Apart 
from offering the same possibility of precise dosing and 
the advantage of returning excess quantities into the bottle 
without loss, this second type spoon can be easily handled 
with only one hand. (1106) 


REGULATED ELECTRIC COOKING HEAT. An engineer 
from Salzburg has developed a new electric cooker which 
finally makes it possible to regulate the cooking flame 
with finest precision, just as can now be done on gas 
ranges. In addition, the Austrian invention provides for a 
device by means of which the cooking container can be 
lifted vertically from the cooking plate to any desired 
height, so as to make it possible to remove boiled food 
immediately from the hotplate once the desired degree of 
cooking has been achieved. Heretofore, conventional cook- 
ing plates were not equipped with any device for removing 
pots and pans from the still hot cooking plate, once the 
current had been tumed off. The main feature of the new 
electric stove, however, is that it finally introduces a large 
range of heat degrees. Another advantage of the electric 
plate is that it can be switched on and off by means of a 
button, as a result of which, according to its inventor, 
the danger of short circuits is practically eliminated.(1107) 


AUSTRIAN LOG PILING AND HOISTING DEVICE, Logs 
cut in forests must either be piled in the forest itself or at 
the sawmill. Heretofore, this work has been carried out by 
forestry workers, causing much delay and great exertion. 
An engineer from Carinthia, Herr Suntinger, has designed 
a device which effects log piling and hoisting mechancial- 
ly and without danger to the workers. The so-called Sun- 
tinger double-rope winch is used in the new process. One 
or two pincers are attached to the rope, by means of which 
the hoisting and piling of the logs is effected. It is pos- 
sible to erect two adjoining piles simultaneously with a 
single piece of equipment. By means of the Suntinger rope- 
piloting roller, the winch is reversed when the logs have 
been piled, and the pincers with the rope are pulled down 
again. The operation of the new equipment is continuous, 
and it can be driven by any type of tractor, diesel, gas or 
electric engine. (1104) 


AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE TEXTBOOK. A publica- 
tion, in the German language, giving detailed information 
on Austrian laws and decrees as of August, 1951 concern- 
ing the importation into, exportation from, and transship- 
ment through Austria of merchandise has been received by 
the Office of the Austrian Trade Delegate in New York 
where it may be consulted. Inquiries how to obtain the 
book by mail should be directed to the publisher: Verlag J. 
A. Kitzler, Uraniastrasse 4, Vienna I. 
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AUSTRIA PUBLISHES CULINARY BAEDEKER. An 
Austrian publishing house has concluded preparatory work 
for the publication of a ‘‘Culinary Baedeker,’’—a reference 
book of Austria’s and Europe’s famous cuisine specialties. 
No longer will the foreign visitor to Austria be forced to 
stare at a restaurant menu, the meaning of which he does 
not grasp. The ‘‘Culinary Baedeker,’’ which contains cross 
references in English, French, Italian, and German, will 
make it easy for him to find the exact equivalent of what 
may appear to him as culinary mysteries, including ex- 
planations where needed, in his own language. ‘‘Paprika 
Schnitzel,’’ for instance, turns out to be ‘‘veal cutlet in 
red pepper with crisp bacon, onions and sour cream gravy.’’ 
And the American traveler in Italy, being confronted with 
‘‘coda di manzo umido’’, will have little trouble ascertain- 
ing that this, after all, is nothing but ‘‘oxtail.’’ The Aus- 
trian firm is interested in getting in touch with an American 
publishing house in order to obtain an American partner for 
the enterprise. The ‘‘Culinary Baedeker’’ is planned so as 
to sell in this country as well as in all countries, in which 
English, French, Italian or German is spoken. (1075) 


NEWS FROM AUSTRIAN INDUSTRY 


The monthly production of TALC in Austria has reached 
6000 tons, which is a further increase in total production 
this year. Total production last year amounted to 54;000 
tons. Compared to the production figures for 1937 (18,500 
tons), the 1950 figure shows a tremendous development, 
which was made possible by large investments partly 
financed through ECA. Export figures have risen on a cor- 
responding scale. Last year 27,500 tons were exported, 
and it is estimated that this year 70% of the production is 
being exported. The following figures show the increase 
in tale exports: 1947, 6,200 tons; 1948, 20,000 tons; 1949, 
23,000 tons; 1950, 27,500 tons. The major customers 
were: Western Germany, The Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Belgium and France; smaller quantities are going over- 
seas. Talc from Austria is of excellent quality; the purest 
grades are used in the production of chemical and pharma- 
ceutical preparations, in the production of electro-ceramics, 
as a filler for high quality and special products in the 
paper industry, and in the rice-husking and food industries. 

A NEW KIND OF CHRISTMAS TREE DECORATION is 


‘being offered by an Austrian confectioner. The decoration 


consists of a chocolate confection, which has been enthusi- 
astically received by the trade, not only in Europe but also 
in this country. Stocks of the confection are available in 
the United States, and the name of the Vienna firm’s New 
York distributor will be communicated to interested firms, 
upon request to the Austrian Trade Delegate’s office. (1108) 

.AUSTRIAN MANUFACTURERS OF ABRASIVES have 
reported excellent export results during the past months. 
Large orders were shipped to the Middle East and business 
with the Far East is beginning to materialize. Latin 
America, too, is beginning to show interest in Austrian 
abrasives. Argentina, Brazil, Chile and other Latin Ameri- 
can countries have already placed a number of orders. 


EGYPT HAS BEEN ADDED to the list of countries 
which cover part of their rolling stock requirements with 
purchases in Austria. Earlier, export orders were received 
from Turkey, Colombia, Uruguay and India. In spite of very 
keen competition from nearly all European rolling stock 
manufacturers, Austria was successful in obtaining two 
Egyptian orders for cattle cars and for another type of 
freight car intended for the transportation of perishable 
goods. 

AT JUDENBURG IN STYRIA, the SteirischeGuss- 
stahlwerke have not only expanded their production of 
heavy-duty plate springs for automotive vehicles, but 
have also increased their output of screw springs and 
cone springs. This new development will increase the 
plant’s total production from 4500 metric tons to 6000 
metric tons. Seventy per cent of its total output is being 
exported, ‘the main outlets being the countries of Western 
Europe, Latin America and the Near East. 

RECENTLY, THE OESTERREICHISCHE STICK- 
STOFFWERKE (Linz, American Zone) established a new 
monthly production record with the production of 39,212 
metric tons of nitrogenous fertilizers. During the last 
fertilizing period, which ended on June 30, a total of 380, 


000 metric tons were sold, of which 277,000 tons (73 per 
cent) were exported. 


VORARLBERG, THE TEXTILE PROVINCE of Aus- 
tria, now has 3630 mechanical looms in operation for wool, 
cotton, staple fibre and silk. 300 looms are operated by 
small and medium-sized enterprises. 

ORDERS FOR THE EQUIPMENT of the hydroelectric 
power plant at Braunau on the Austro-German border have 
been divided between Austrian and German firms. Elin 
Inc., an Austrian firm, will supply four rotors for genera- 
tors with vertical shafts, each rotor (32 MVA) weighing 
170 tons together with cooler, as well as four large trans- 
formers. The frames for the transformers are to be furnished 
by the Brown Boveri Aktiengesellschaft of Mannheim, 
Germany. Elin is now working on a large-scale order from 
Australia. Two transformers (32.5 MVA) and 14 regulating 

transformers of 2-30MVA are under construction.A consider 
ablenumber of welding transformers have been exported toIran, 
South Africa and Finland. Large orders from Yugoslavia 
have also been received, including 15 three-phase regulat-, 
ing transformers (8 — 30 MVA), 11 transformers (2.5. — 20 

MVA), as well as a large number of electric motors. 


CUSTOMS REDUCTIONS ON AUSTRIAN GOODS. Follow- 
ing the signing of the Torquay agreements by Austria, the 
American tariff concessions granted to Austria will be ap- 
plicable to imports from Austria to this country after Octo- 
ber 19, on which date a proclamation by the President of 
the United States is expected to announce this fact. 
Austrian goods for which the United States has granted 
concessions to Austria include certain glass wires, 
stained or painted glass windows, imitation precious stones 
and imitation semi-precious stones, magnesite, ‘certain 
wool knitted outerwear, certain photo cameras, certain 
tapestry and upholstery goods, cigar and cigarette lighters, 
cigarette cases, as well as certain musical instruments, 
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and certain handles and sticks for umbrellas. The tariff 
concessions granted by Austria under the GATT agree- 
ments will enter into force on the same date, and, under 
the most-favored clause, will also be applicable to this 
country. Tariff concessions granted by Austria to the 
United States, but applicable to all countries, include 
soya bean oil, certain fruit, certain rubber goods, certain 
metal-working machines, certain types of other machinery, 
and certain chemicals. 





READERS ARE INVITED TO REPRINT OR QUOTE ANY 


MATERIAL FROM AUSTRIAN INFORMATION 





TRADE LEADS — An Austrian Firm: 


1099 — offers Vienna’s Fur Review, with text and picture 
captions in English, French and German, to subscri- 
bers in this country, 

1101 — offers pulp books in German and English, at advan- 
tageous prices; 

1102 — offers meat-working machinery for butchers; 

1109 — offers ‘‘Fibre’’ leather to shoe manufacturers; 

1110 — offers sports and other insignia in gold and silver, 
at very advantageous prices; 

1111 — offers glass lusters, chandeliers and wall brackets 
in period and modern styles; 


1112 — offers bronze-ivory figurines and ceramic book ends; 

1113 — offers wooden barrel slats, window profiles andother 
woodwork; 

1114 — offers textile and special machinery; 

1115 — offers inlaid coffee tables; 

1116 — offers license for the manufacture of dry sprayers 
for agricultural purposes; 

1117 — offers hand-tooled high-quality leather goods, such 
as desk pads, scrap books, etc.; 

5013 — seeks representation of American firms for mineral 
Oils, motor oil, etc.; references available; 

5014 — seeks representation in Austria for American mach- 
inery, technical novelties, fibres, plastics, etc.; 

5015 —offers services to an American firm as buyer of 
paintings and other art works; 

5016 — seeks U.S. patentsand processes forthe manufacture 
and distribution (underlicense)in Austria of suitable 
products for the household and electrical industries; 

5017 —seeks urgent offer of bronze wire for electric rail- 
roads; 


While every reasonable precaytion is taken to~include 
only firms of good repute’in thjg listing, the usual trade 
inquiries should be made before establishing busines¢ coh- 
nections. Names and addresses of the above listed inquiries 
will be communicated upon request by 


THE AUSTRIAN TRADE DELEGATE, 25 BROAD STREET, 
NEW YORK4, N.Y., TELEPHONE: BOWLING GREEN 9-0056 





AUSTRIAN INFORMATION . 


Published by the Information Department oS 
THE AUSTRIAN CONSULATE GENERAL 


509 FIFTH AVENUE @ NEW YORK 17,N.Y. @ TELEPHONE: MURRAY HILL 7-4766 
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